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Introduction

• Why talk about money?
– It’s the leading cause of  stress in marriage.

– It’s the leading cause of  divorce.
– For the love of  money is a root of  all kinds of  evil. 
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many grievances. 
The Bible has a lot to say about money; money is the 
subject of  many parables.

• Our church is here and operational because you give.
So, it’s an important topic!

• It’s all God’s, isn’t it?  He lets us govern it.
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Types of  Giving

1. Tithes (obligatory and voluntary) 

2. Alms

3. Offerings

4. Gifts

Alms, offerings, and gifts are considered giving above 
and beyond the tithe. Redirecting a tithe to other types 
of  giving  was never intended. Alms, offerings, and gifts 
may be given to meet needs outside of  your home 
church (ex. Compass Care, Operations Christmas Child 
or Compassion).

Where is tithe mentioned?

• Giving is mentioned throughout the Bible.

• The tithe is mentioned before the law was established.

• The Old Testament is about the law; the New Testament 
is about the heart and spirit.

• Examples:

– Abraham gave 10% 

• Genesis 14:18-20

• Leviticus 20:30-32

– Acts 2: the Festival of  Weeks/Pentecost - done to 

spread the gospel to the known world.
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The Old Testament

• The law established minimum standards.

• God tests Abraham’s faith and commitment.

– Genesis 22:1-12

– Leviticus 27:30: “A tithe of  everything from the land, 
whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs 
to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.”

– Numbers 18:20-21: “The Lord said to Aaron, ‘You will 
have no inheritance in their land, nor will you have any 
share among them; I am your share and your inheritance 
among the Israelites. I give to the Levites all the tithes in 
Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do 
while serving at the Tent of  Meeting….’”

Old Testament Giving

• There was giving for a sacrifice or atonement for sins.  
This was where Christ fulfilled the law.

• There was giving for celebrations.  Each gave as they 
could after the harvest and partied for a week 
(Deuteronomy 14).

• There was giving in case of  famine. The temple was a 
storehouse for the people and managed  by the Levites (2 
Chronicles 31).

• Tithes were used to help widows, orphans, and aliens 
(Deuteronomy 26:12).

• Tithes supported those that ministered (Nehemiah). 
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New Testament

• Raising the bar (ex: adultery, murder)
• Generosity encouraged  in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9:

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of  
your love by comparing it with the earnestness of  others. For 
you know the grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become rich.”

• Matthew 25:40: “I tell you the truth, what you did for the least 
of  these you did for Me.”

• Acts 2
– How did the early church exist unless people gave?

– Why did they give?  To spread the gospel, they saw it in 
action.

Reasons for Giving

• Bless others

• We like the pastor

• Because we pledged

• Obedience

• I am being blessed

• Now there’s a special offering I believe in

• You should give because you love God and want to 
honor Him. You want to see His Kingdom come to 

Earth.
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Reasons for not giving or tithing

• I don’t feel compelled 

• I don’t have joy

• I can’t afford it 

• I don’t think the church is headed in the right direction.

• The tithe was so Old Testament.

• My parents tithe, so I don’t need to.

How should the church use tithes?

• Operations

• Staff

• Needs

• Storehouse

• Celebrations

• A place of  training

• A light to the community

• References
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Who are you giving to?

• Pastor

• Elder

• Deacon

• Church

• God?

Additional Benefits of  Giving

• Giving releases your grip on money and regularly 
acknowledges, honors, and gives thanks to God. 

• You will receive blessings from obedience.

• You may need help in the future.
• Living for others is the biblical model. 

• Giving will bring the gospel to the community.
• Your giving supports a place where you receive training in 

scripture for you and your family.

• Support a place of  worship
• Giving demonstrates that the Church can take care of  its 

own.
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Final Questions

• Do you consider this your church home?

• Are you tithing?

• Do you ask God what you should be giving?

• If  you’re not tithing, ask yourself  why.  Examine your 
relationship with the Lord. We give to honor Him and 

show Him our love. Giving should be joyful!

• If  you don’t have enough money to tithe, reevaluate 
where your money is going.

• If  you feel you can’t tithe, talk to your pastor.

Conclusion

• Final points

– Giving from the heart is worship.

– You're giving to God.

– God owns it all; He does not ask for it all.

– The New Testament did not abolish the tithe standard!  
The bar was raised. 

– Tithe is basic support for the church.

– There are many examples of  giving in the Bible. Giving 
was practical and purposeful.

– The tithe is not meant to be legalistic. It’s all in your 
understanding of  giving and your attitude.  Anything can 
feel like it’s legalistic.
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He will not forget your work!

Hebrews 6:9-12:

“Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are 
confident of  better things in your case—things that 
accompany salvation. God is not unjust; he will not forget 
your work and the love you have shown him as you have 
helped his people and continue to help them. We want 
each of  you to show this same diligence to the very end, 
in order to make your hope sure. We do not want you to 
become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and 
patience inherit what has been promised.”

Questions?

If  not addressed here, please send questions to 
whritwoods@yahoo.com.


