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Romans 5: 17-19 (ESV) 

For if, because of  one man's trespass, death reigned 
through that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of  grace and the free gift of  
righteousness reign in life through the one man 
Jesus Christ. 
 
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation 
for all men, so one act of  righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the 
one man's disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 



Isn't it unfair that Adam 'represented' all of  us? 

* Adam was God‟s perfect choice.  
  (Whom would I choose?) 
 
* We elect “representatives” to do what we would   
   do. 
 
* Adam did exactly what I would do! 



Let's be consistent in our objections: 

* If  I object to Adam representing me, because it   
   seems unfair, why is it „fair‟ to accept Jesus   
   representing me? 
 
* Is it more fair to receive the gift of  salvation by  
   Jesus standing in for me, than to receive original   
   sin by Adam standing in for me? 



What do we learn from this? 

* I need to appreciate God‟s holy justice in His   
   choices, and thus His mercies 
 
* I cannot apply my opinions or attitudes to this  
   reality from Scripture 



Comparing death in Adam and life in Christ: 

* We can add to Adam‟s disobedience, and incur   
   more legal guilt before God. 
 
* We earn our own damnation, and deserve it. 
 
* We‟re not sinners because we sin; we sin because  
   we‟re sinners. 



Comparing ... (continued) 

* We cannot add to Jesus‟ righteousness, and incur  
   more legal righteousness. 
 
* We do not earn our salvation from damnation, and  
   we don‟t deserve it. 



The personal result of  justification for me:  
(Romans 5:1) 

* I am at peace with God: both positionally  
  (eternal) and personally (now). 
 
* This means I was at odds with God before I  
   trusted Jesus. 
 
* This means I am now at odds with spiritual  
   wickedness and God‟s enemies. 
 
 



Matthew 5:11 (ESV) 

“Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of  evil against you 
falsely on my account. 
 
 
 
14 But even if  you should suffer for righteousness' 
sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of  them, nor 
be troubled, 
 
16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 
Christ may be put to shame. 
 

1 Peter 3: 14, 16 (ESV) 



Examples: 

* Report from „U. S. Commission on International  
   Religious Freedom.‟ 
 
* Recent Town of  Greece Prayer Ruling by  
   Supreme Court. 
 
 



The antidote: the shalom of  God is yours forever. 

Philippians 4: 6-7 (ESV) 
 
do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the 
peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
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