
Understanding Holy Justice  
                   and  
        Astonishing Grace 

Week 1 

  Pastor Jerry Tallo 
Sunday May 4th, 2014 



Summary from “In search of  Innocence” 

We are spiritually dead and alienated from God 
 
We are under a legal sentence of  death 
 
Jesus bought my acquittal 
 
His righteousness is “put on my record” before God 



Romans 5: 14-17 (ESV) 

Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those 
whose sinning was not like the transgression of  Adam, who 
was a type of  the one who was to come. 
 
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if  many died 
through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of  
God and the free gift by the grace of  that one man Jesus 
Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the 
result of  that one man's sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following 
many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of  
one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, 
much more will those who receive the abundance of  grace 
and the free gift of  righteousness reign in life through the 
one man Jesus Christ. 



Two Main Points 

1. Death came to us all because of  Adam‟s one sin 
 
 * This is the Representation Principle 
 
 condemnation from Adam‟s sin 
 
2. The grace of  Jesus‟s sacrifice is much greater than the 
judgment and 



Representation in the Old Testament 

Gen 12: 3 “in you all the families of  the earth shall be 
blessed” 
 
Gen 49: 1 “what shall happen to you in the days to come” 
 
Joshua 7: 10 “they have transgressed my covenant … they 
have stolen” 



Representation in the New Testament 

Matthew 8: 5-8 
 
When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward 
to him, appealing to him, 6 “Lord, my servant is lying 
paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7 And he said to him, 
“I will come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion replied, 
“Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but 
only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 



Representation in the New Testament 

Luke 7: 3, 6 
 
3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him 
elders of  the Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. 
 
6 And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the 
house, the centurion sent friends, saying to him, “Lord, do 
not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come 
under my roof. 



What Does The Centurion Teach Us? 

He who represents another carries authority and power 
 
Everyone represents those before and after him/her 



Isn't It Unfair That Adam 'Represented' All Of  Us? 

Adam was God‟s perfect choice 
 
We elect „representatives‟ to do what we would do 
 
Adam did exactly what I would do! 



Let's Be Consistent In Our Complaining 

IF I object to Adam representing me, why is it just fine to be 
 
ok with Jesus representing me?!! 



Let's Apply What We Learned 

I need to come to terms with God‟s holy justice, to 
comprehend and appreciate 
 
His incredible mercy 
 
I cannot apply my opinions or personal attitudes to this 
reality 
 
 (unless I think I‟m smarter than God) 
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