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WEEK FOUR: 

PERSECUTION SIMPLY 
EXPLAINED AND HOW IT 

EMPOWERS YOU TO SHARE 
THE GOSPEL



2 Timothy 3:12 (Amp.) 

Indeed, all who delight in piety and are determined to 

live a devoted and godly life in Jesus Christ will meet 
with persecution, that is, be made to suffer because of 

their religious stand.



Persecution

When we think of persecution we often think of 

prisoners, lions, and chains, but there are degrees of 
persecution we will face. Not all who follow Jesus will 
face prison and death, but all will face persecution. 

Why is this so?
Life is often described as a flowing river, and this 

world system we live in is just like that. Multitudes of 
people are flowing along with the tides of life, oblivious 

to the death that awaits at the end.



Persecution (cont.)

When we are born again, we are made aware of this 

situation. God turns us around and sends us in the 
right direction. This is in direct opposition of to those 
around us, so we feel the current pushing against us.



Defined

Persecute: To pursue with enmity or vengeance 

particularly in relation to those who a particular 
religion or creed. (Webster’s Dictionary)

Persecution: Constant unrelenting pressure to 
conform us into another image besides the image of 

Jesus Christ.



Luke 6:22-26 (NKJV)

Jesus comments on persecution and gives us a warning.

22Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they 
exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as 

evil, For the Son of Man’s sake. 23Rejoice in that day and 
leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, For 

in like manner their fathers did to the prophets. Jesus 
Pronounces Woes 24“But woe to you who are rich, For you 
have received your consolation. 25Woe to you who are full, 
For you shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, For you 
shall mourn and weep. 26Woe to you when all men speak 
well of you, For so did their fathers to the false prophets.



Who is the author of persecution?

This persecution is supernatural in origin and 

originates with Satan, who is called the adversary.

John 10:10 (NKJV)
10The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, 
and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, 

and that they may have it more abundantly

“Steal, kill, and destroy.”



Channels Through Which         
Persecution Flows

 Acts 4:25-29 – reveals the types of persecutors that 
are still around today.

 Herod – a type of apostate religious leaders who 
will persecute true Christians.

 Pontius Pilot – secular, godless leader.

 Gentiles – type of godless pagan unbelievers; 
followers of false religions.

 People of Israel – other fellow believers.

 Galatians 4:29 – that which is born of the flesh will 
always persecute that which is born of the spirit.



Does God have a purpose for 
allowing persecution? 

 Acts 4:28 – so His full council will be revealed.

 Ephesians 3:10-11 – so that the Church might 
fulfill its eternal purpose.

 1 Peter 4:14 – so that the Spirit of the glory 
of God may rest upon us.

 James 1:2-4 – so we might come to maturity.

 Hebrews 5:8 – so we might learn obedience, 
just as Jesus did.

 Acts 8:1 – so the gospel may be spread everywhere. 



Does God have a purpose for 
allowing persecution? (cont.)

 Acts 4:24 – it causes the Body to come into one 
accord by burning out the chaff.

 Acts 4:31 – it releases the power of God with 
great authority.

Look at the prayer of the Church in Acts 4:29-30. It 
was very specific, and they didn’t ask to be released 

from persecution. In view of all the things God uses it 
for, is it wrong to pray for deliverance from 

persecution? No, but recognize that the Lord has a 
purpose and plan in all things that He wants to 

complete through us. As long as we will live Godly 
lives in Christ, we will suffer persecution. 

This is called spiritual warfare!



How then shall we stand in 
the times of persecution? 

 1 Corinthians 10:13 – God’s promise for 

times of testing.

 2 Peter 2:9 – God knows how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations.

 1 Peter 4:12-13 – recognize that if you are going to 
follow the Lord, persecution is going to be part of 

your life. Make a godly decision now to follow 
at any cost. 



How then shall we stand in 
the times of persecution? (cont.)

 2 Timothy 2:3 – if you are going to be a good 

soldier of Jesus Christ, you will have to 
endure hardships.

 2 Timothy 2:15 – build godly convictions; we need 
to know what we believe and why we believe it.

 Matthew 13:19-23 – seek to keep the ground of 

your heart tilled deep and ready to receive the 
Word of the Lord. 

 Ephesians 6:10-11 – keep your relationship with the 
Lord strong and put on the armor of God daily. 



The Final Result

Our lives will demonstrate the good, 

acceptable, and perfect will of God.  

MATURITY
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