
,..., The Believer's Hope ,..., 
Dick Grout I Covenant Life Church (7 /23/17) 

I. THE HOPE OF THE FIRST BIRTH 
Hope = a feeling of expectation, and a desire for a certain thing to 
happen 

"It is quite impossible--even physically impossible-to maintain any 
emotion for very long. Feelings come and go ... " (C.S. Lewis) 

II. THE HOPE OF THE SECOND BIRTH 
Heaven's Own fersonal Encouragement 

Ephesians 2:12 - "You lived in this world without God and without 
hope." 

1. The Hope of the Second Birth is a God-Given Hope 
Romans 15: 13 - "May the God of your hope so fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound and be overflowing with hope." 

Hebrews 7: 19 - "We have confidence in a better hope, through which 
we draw near to God." 

2. The Hope of the Second Birth is a God-Centered Hope 
Lamentations 3:21-23 - "This I call to mind and therefore I have 
hope ... because of the LORD'S great love we are not consumed, for His 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is Your 
faithfulness ... " 

• Jeremiah 14:8 - God is "the Hope oflsrael" 
• 1 Timothy 1: 1 - God is "our living Hope" 

3. Faith and HOPE 
Hope gives Faith-Foundation, Direction and Focus. 

Hebrews 11:1 - "Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of 
what we do not see." 



Ill. THE BELIEVER'S HOPE: BASED ON THE 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS 
1. "I Know that My Redeemer Lives" 

Job 19:25-27 - "I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the end He 
will stand on the earth. And I know when this mortal body dies, that in 
this body I will see God: how I long for that day." 

Through the power of His Resurrection, Jesus provides for our 
Resurrection 

• John 14:19- "Because I live, you shall also live." 

Through the power of His Resurrection, Jesus provides for our Hope 
• 1 Peter 1 :3 - "By His boundless mercy we have been born 

again to an ever-living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead." 

Hebrews 6: 18-20 

2. Looking Beyond Appearances 

"A person really ought to say, 'The resurrection happened 2,000 years 
ago' in the same spirit in which he says, 'I say a crocus yesterday.' 
Because we know what is coming after the crocus." (C.S. Lewis) 

Heb.11: 1 - "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen." 

Hebrews 11 :27 - Moses "kept right on going because he kept his eyes 
on the one who is invisible ... he had his eye on the One no eye can 
see ... he saw the God who can't be seen." 

Hebrews 10:23 - "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, because He who promised is faithful." 

"Expect" 



3. When Jesus Comes 
a. We are going to see Him face to face! 
Revelation 22:3-5 - ''No longer will there be a curse upon anything. 
For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and His servants 
will worship Him. And they will see His face." 

b. We are going to have a resurrection body 
Philippians 3:20, 21 - "But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord 
Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for Him to return as our 
Savior. He will take our weak mortal bodies and change them into 
glorious bodies like His own, using the same power with which He 
will bring everything under His control." 

What Do We Know About The Resurrection Body Of Jesus? 
Luke 24:39-42 

1 Corinthians 15 - "Our earthly bodies are planted in the ground when 
we die, but they will be raised to live forever. Our bodies are buried in 
brokenness, but they will be raised in glory. They are buried in 
weakness, but they will be raised in strength. They are buried as 
natural human bodies, but they will be raised as spiritual bodies. For 
just as there are natural bodies, there are also spiritual bodies." 

Romans 8:23-25 - "We ... wait with eager hope for the day when God 
will give us our full rights as His adopted children, including the new 
bodies He has promised us. We were given this hope when we were 
saved. But in our moments of impatience let us remember that hope 
always means waiting for something that we (don't yet have). But if 
we hope for something we cannot see, and don't yet have, then we 
must settle down to wait for it in patience." 

4. "Squeeze Your Nickel" 
Jeremiah 29: 11 - "For I know the plans I have for you," says the 
Eternal, "plans for peace, not evil, to give you a future and hope 
never forget that." (The Voice) 

"We do not know what will come. But we know who will come. And 
if the last hour belongs to us, we do not need to fear the next minute." 
(The Silence of God, Helmut Thielicke) 



Hebrews 12:2, 3 - "Because of the joy awaiting Him, He endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame. Now He is seated in the place of honor 
beside God's throne." 

3. Flying Like an Eagle 
Isaiah 40:31 - "Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles ... " 

Hebrews 9:28 - "He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to 
bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for Him." 

1 Peter 1: 13 - "Set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when 
Jesus Christ is revealed." 

IV. THE BELIEVER'S HOPE: EPITOMIZED BY THE SECOND 
COMING 
1. The Ultimate Hope of the Believer 
Titus 2:13 - "We are looking for ... we are waiting for the blessed hope 
- the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ." 

2. Assurance from God's Word 
a. Jesus told us: John 14:2, 3, 18 - "I am going to prepare a place for 
each of you. After I have done this, I will come back and take you with 
me, that where I am there you may be also ... I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you." 

b. Angels told us: Acts 1: 11 - "Jesus has been taken to heaven. But 
He will come back in the same way that you have seen Him go." 

e, John told us: 1 John 3:2-3 - "Dear friends, now we are children of 
God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know 
that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is. All who have this hope in Him purify themselves, just as He 
is pure." 


