


Week Five: The Covenant Of  Oneness 

           Jerry Tallo 
Sunday March 9th, 2014 



Malachi 2:10-17 (ESV) 

Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then 
are we faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of  our 
fathers? 11 Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the 
sanctuary of  the Lord, which he loves, and has married the daughter 
of  a foreign god. 12 May the Lord cut off  from the tents of  Jacob any 
descendant of  the man who does this, who brings an offering to the 
Lord of  hosts! 
 
13 And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord's altar with 
tears, with weeping and groaning because he no longer regards the 
offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14 But you say, “Why 
does he not?” Because the Lord was witness between you and the 
wife of  your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is 
your companion and your wife by covenant.  



Malachi 2:10-17 

15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of  the Spirit in their 
union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So 
guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of  you be faithless to the 
wife of  your youth. 16 “For the man who does not love his wife but 
divorces her, says the Lord, the God of  Israel, covers his garment 
with violence, says the Lord of  hosts. So guard yourselves in your 
spirit, and do not be faithless.” 
 
17 You have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, “How 
have we wearied him?” By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good 
in the sight of  the Lord, and he delights in them.” Or by asking, 
“Where is the God of  justice?” 



Q: What does „profaned‟ mean? 
 
A: Make common or vulgar through contempt for God 



Q: How did Judah, as a nation, profane the Covenant? 
 
A: They were faithless in their marriages 
 
men got „tired‟ of  their wives, and sought something different 
 
„different‟ meant a wife from a foreign culture and god 
 
 Note: remember the zeal of  Phineas because of  this? 



Q: What was the abomination they committed?  
 
A: Making offerings as if  everything was ok 
 
 * In scripture, this refers to idolatry and sexual impurity 
 
Deut. 7: 25-26  
 
“become devoted as an offering to the Lord for destruction” 



Q: So, are there good and bad offerings? 
 
A:______________________________________________________ 
 



Q: What is meant by “oneness” 
 
A: Gen. 2: 24; Ephesians 5: 29-32 
 
 



Q: Can you explain this? 
 
A: Marriage is the best human picture of  Christ‟s union with the 
Church 
 
 Both are designed by God to have a holy intimacy 
 
 When my relationship with Jesus suffers, I am breaking the intimacy 
 
 This is where the covenant of  oneness is damaged, and I pay the 
price 
 
 



Q: How do I pay the price? (Note: this is both material and spiritual) 
 
A: My purpose is damaged: to have godly offspring 
 
 I cut off  the favor of  God  
 
 This impacts those in my circle: the harvest goes beyond me 
 
 I slowly boil in self-deception and get absorbed into cultural 
thinking 
 
 
 



Let's apply what we learned 

* Everything I do in this life has spiritual roots 
 
* Those roots are in Jesus, or an offering of  destruction 
 
* There are no exceptions 
 
* I am here for the generations that follow me. Am I aware of  this? 
 
* I am „married‟ to Jesus. therefore … 
 
* My faithfulness in marriage, church, work and friendships is  
 
 my way of  keeping covenant with Jesus 
 
 



Let's apply what we learned 

* If  I compromise my commitments, I turn from Jesus 
 
 * This is idolatry and covenant breaking 
 
 * Conversely, staying close to Jesus keeps me faithful on earth 
 
 * If  I am pretending, this is a good time to stop 
 
* Good news: He is the Redeemer! 
 
 




