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“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If  then I am 
a father, where is my honor? And if  I am a master, where is my 
fear? says the Lord of  hosts to you, O priests, who despise my 
name. But you say, „How have we despised your name?‟ 7 By 
offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, „How have we 
polluted you?‟ By saying that the Lord's table may be despised. 
8 When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And 
when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? 
Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you 
favor? says the Lord of  hosts. 9 And now entreat the favor of  
God, that he may be gracious to us. With such a gift from your 
hand, will he show favor to any of  you? says the Lord of  hosts.  

Malachi 1:6-10 (ESV) 



Oh that there were one among you who would shut the doors, 
that you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no 
pleasure in you, says the Lord of  hosts, and I will not accept an 
offering from your hand. 11 For from the rising of  the sun to its 
setting my name will be great among the nations, and in every 
place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. 
For my name will be great among the nations, says the Lord of  
hosts. 12 But you profane it when you say that the Lord's table 
is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food may be despised. 13 But 
you say, „What a weariness this is,‟ and you snort at it, says the 
Lord of  hosts. You bring what has been taken by violence or is 
lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept 
that from your hand? says the Lord. 

Malachi 1:6-10 



Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, 
and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For I am a 
great King, says the Lord of  hosts, and my name will be feared 
among the nations.  

Malachi 1:6-10 



Q: Why is God so upset with the priests? 
 
A: They offered forbidden sacrifices to him in worship 
           Sick and lame animals as a burnt offering is the 
equivalent of  polluting God himself 



Q: What does this mean? 
 
A: They were dishonorable 
     They treated God as if  He did not exist 
     They also despised Him by doing it their way 



Speak to Aaron and his sons and all the people of  Israel and say 
to them, When any one of  the house of  Israel or of  the 
sojourners  in Israel presents a burnt offering as his offering, for 
any of  their vows or freewill offerings that they offer to the Lord, 
19 if  it is to be accepted for you it shall be a male without 
blemish, of  the bulls or the sheep or the goats. 20 You shall not 
offer anything that has a blemish for it will not be acceptable for 
you. 

Leviticus 22: 18-20 



Q: Why is only an unblemished animal accepted? 
 
A: God is to be given only the best 
     A perfect physical body symbolized the holiness of  the                 
sacrifice 



Q: Is there any New Testament equivalent? 
 
A: Romans 12: 1-2 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of  God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world. But be transformed by the renewal of  your mind, 
that by testing you may discern what is the will of  God., what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 



Q: What does this mean for us? 
 
A: The sacrifice that matters today is a thankful and humble 
heart “body” refers to the whole person (body/mind/spirit) 
The scriptures dictate what is real worship. It begins inside-out 



For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of  the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body 
and blood of  the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, 
and so eat of  the bread and drink of  the cup. 29 For anyone 
who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and 
drinks judgment on himself. 

1 Corinthians 11: 26-29 



Q: What does this mean for us? 
 
A: In context, it refers to keeping the unity of  the body (one 
loaf). Taking lightly our covenant renewal, or God's presence, is 
equivalent to polluting the table and bringing judgment 



* We are today's priests, so God's concerns in Malachi must 
matter 
 
* The presence of  God is pure holiness: do we take it for 
granted? 
 
* Since we are 'one loaf', my wrong attitudes can hurt everyone 
 
* Never confuse style with substance in our worship 
     -how we sing, do communion, use technology 
* Be careful to avoid hypocrisy 
     - A cultural preference is not law: this kills unity 
     - Jesus is after my heart first: this begins with surrender 

Let's apply what we learned 




