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The oracle of  the word of  the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 
2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How 
have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob's brother?” 
declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob 3 but Esau I 
have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his 
heritage to jackals of  the desert.” 4 If  Edom says, “We 
are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord of  
hosts says, “They may build, but I will tear down, and 
they will be called „the wicked country,‟ and „the people 
with whom the Lord is angry forever.‟” 5 Your own eyes 
shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the Lord 
beyond the border of  Israel!” 

Malachi 1:1-5 (ESV) 



Q: How did God hate Esau? 
 
 
A: He “preferred” Jacob more 
 
     He “loved less” on Esau 
 
     He did not despise or loath Esau (our idea of  hatred) 



Q: Where did this happen in the Bible? 
 
A: Genesis 25: 21-23 



Q: What does the New Testament say  
      about this? 
 
A: Romans 9: 8-13  



Q: Is there an example of  this “hatred” in the Bible? 
 
A: Genesis 29: 30-31 



              Q: Is this fair? 
 
        A: _________________ 
 
  
Q: Doesn't Esau deserve better? 
 
       A: ___________________ 



Q: What did this look like in Malachi's time? 
 
A: Israel and Edom were both conquered by Babylon 
 
     - As punishment for their sins 
 
     - God restored (brought back) the Jews 
 
     - God left Edom unrestored (in captivity) 
 
    “I have … left his heritage to the jackals” 



* Every person is born in  ________________ 
* Thus, we all deserve ___________________ 
* God did not owe Esau mercy 
* He doesn't owe us mercy 
* God “loves” by 'preferring'  
   (not by holding back His mercy) 
* What is my view of  God and the human race? 
* We all need to read Romans 9 this week 

Let's apply what we learned 




