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1 Corinthians 12:18 (ESV) 

 
18 But as it is, God arranged the members  

in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 
 

  



The Conductor 
 

• God “Arranged”:  Put, place, lay, set 

• 1 Corinthians 12:27-28:  God “Appointed” 

• Usage of “Arrange” 

    *  Matthew 5: 15 

     *  Matthew 12: 18 

     *  Acts 4: 3 

      *  Acts 20: 28 

• Notice the deliberate authority involved   



1 Corinthians 12:27-28 (ESV) 

 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually 

members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the 

church first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing,  

helping, administrating, and various kinds of 

tongues. 

 

  



Matthew 5: 15 (ESV) 

 
15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it  

under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives 

light to all in the house. 

  



Matthew 12: 18 (ESV) 

 
18 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, 

    my beloved with whom my soul is well 

pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, 

    and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.   



Acts 4: 3 (ESV) 

 
3 And they arrested them and put them in 

custody until the next day, for it was already 

evening.   



Acts 20: 28(ESV) 

 
28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and  

to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit  

has made you overseers, to care for the  

church of God, which he obtained with  

his own blood.   
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Evidence 
 

• Acts 13: 1-2  Setting Apart Paul & Barnabas 

 

• Romans 12: 3-4  Sovereign Assignment 

 

• Acts 20: 28 God Assigns Specific Leadership 

 

• 1 Peter 5: 1-4 God Specifies a Flock 

 

• Hebrews 13: 17  God Assigns Accountability  



Acts 13: 1-2(ESV)  
Setting Apart Paul & Barnabas 

 

Now there were in the church at Antioch  

prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon  

who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 

Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the 

tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were 

worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 

Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and 

Saul for the work to which I have called 

them.”   



Romans 12: 3-4 (ESV)  
Sovereign Assignment 

 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to 

everyone among you not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think, but to 

think with sober judgment, each according 

to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
4 For as in one body we have many members,  

and the members do not all have the same 

function, 



Acts 20: 28 (ESV) 
God Assigns Specific Leadership 

 
28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and  

to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit  

has made you overseers, to care for the  

church of God, which he obtained with  

his own blood.   



1 Peter 5: 1-4 (ESV)  
God Specifies a Flock 

 

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow 

elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, 

as well as a partaker in the glory that is going 

to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God 

that is among you, exercising oversight, not 

under compulsion, but willingly,  



1 Peter 5: 1-4 (ESV)  
God Specifies a Flock 

 

as God would have you; not for shameful gain, 

but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in 

your charge, but being examples to the flock. 
4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you 

will receive the unfading crown of glory. 



Hebrews 13: 17 (ESV)  
God Assigns Accountability 

 
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 

they are keeping watch over your souls, as 

those who will have to give an account. Let 

them do this with joy and not with groaning, 

for that would be of no advantage to you. 



The Pattern: Empower & Place 
 

• Acts 1: 8, 4: 31 
 

• Point:  We cannot separate the filling by the   

     Holy Spirit (empowerment) from His sovereign  

     placement of those empowered into specific  

     local churches to form a complete ‘body’, with  

     a strategic direction assigned by God 
 

• Question:  Why do people often ignore this, and  

     follow their own ‘sovereignty’? 



Acts 1: 8 (ESV)  
 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 



Acts 4: 31 (ESV)  
 

31 And when they had prayed, the place in 

which they were gathered together was 

shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and continued to speak the word of God 

with boldness. 
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