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       THE SONS OF GOD SAGA:  Week Two 

 

                   THE RISE AND FALL OF AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY 

                                                       PART II 

 

 I.    The Last Days:  Then, Now or When? 

1 Tim. 4: 1-7; 2 Tim. 3: 1-9: Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

II.   The Steady Demise - Phase I 

 

a)  Pioneering vs. Holy Commonwealth 

b)  Half-way covenant 1657-1662 

c)  Prosperity and New Immigrants 

 

III.  The Steady Demise - Phase II 

 

Revival  - regeneration is a work of God 

- focus: glory of God 

Revivalism  - regeneration of souls is the primary aim of religion 

- focus: state of man 

       1 - Semi-Retention of Covenantal Structure of Puritan Calvinism 

                   2 - Rise of Individualistic Theology - Social Egalitarianism - 

Dualistic Pietism – Antinomianism - Dispensationalism 

 

b)   Stage One - Great Awakening;  Dualism and Humanism   

      Tennent - “existential indifference to the things of the world” 

      Wesley  -   emphasis on psychology 

                                    Wesley’s journal on loud crying, falling downward, and fear 

  

c) Stage Two 

• 1 9th Century Revival Era and Social Reform 

* Focus on individual man and the individual’s heart (Arminianism) 

* Focus on Impact of Sermon vs. Content (emotionalism) 

* Focus on souls vs. Kingdom of God 

* Result: emphasis on common man individualism led to: 

- Democracy vs. Republic 

- dualism - called for civil intervention of social problems 

“a condition of perfect brotherhood, as becomes beings 

of the same race, the offspring of one God” 

- feminism and civil rights 

- withdrawal from political involvement (note the paradox) 

- subjective ethical standards which bred legalism 

(theatre, dancing, entertainment, alcohol) 

- theological reductionism 

 



• Charles G. Finney (Pre-war) 

* Anthropocentric vs. Theocentric 

- “How to Promote a Revival” (article) 

- “Sinners Bound to Change Their Own Hearts” (sermon) 

      * Denied 

- Original sin 

- Substitutionary Atonement 

“Cross is a display of God’s righteousness, and a clarion call to          

run from sin” 

     * Promoted 

- Perfectionism (a link to Darwiniwn?) 

- Psychology of preaching 

   “The manner of saying it is almost everything”*   

    Bring listener to “the moment he .. is willing to do anything”* 

    (*from Finney’s “Lectures on Revival”) 

- “New measures” for systematic revivalism 

    -  anxious meeting, protracted meeting, anxious bench  
- Social justice and women’s rights (Seneca Falls) 

• Dwight L. Moody (Post-war) 

* Preaching to the emotion 

- parables and paraphrase 

- tragic illustrations for sentiment 

* Reductionist theology 

- sinner is victim vs. rebel/Jesus is passive 

- “My theology! I didn’t know I had any” 

 

• John Neson Darby - the Father of Dispensationalism 

* “Brethren” leader in 1830 

* Eliminated:- ordained clergy/ local church government 

* Claimed 

- “rediscovered truths” 

- post-apostolic teachings and commentaries were false 

- only rediscovered truths should be embraced 

- new revelation of prophecy and future events after riding accident 

  (Ribera and St. Bartholomew Day Massacre) 

* antichrist world leader -rebuild Jerusalem 

* abolish Christianity, deny Christ, 3 ½ yr. persecution 

* Israel restored; temple worship; rapture 

- Ethical disasters 

 

• Cyrus Ingerson Scofield 

* Darby’s disciple 

* Defied every bible society rule: “without note or comment” 

* systemized dispensational message of seven ages 

* extra-biblical notation opposed by many leaders 

   (Eg. G. Campbell Morgan) 

 


