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Ruth Ruth 33

Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, 

should I not seek rest for you, that it may be well with 

you? 2 Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young women you 

were? See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing 

floor. 3 Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on your 

cloak and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make 

yourself known to the man until he has finished eating 

and drinking.
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4 But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies. Then 

go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what 

to do.” 5 And she replied, “All that you say I will do.” 

6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her 

mother-in-law had commanded her. 7 And when Boaz had 

eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie 

down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came softly 

and uncovered his feet and lay down.8 At midnight the man 

was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay 

at his feet!
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9 He said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your 

servant. Spread your wingsover your servant, for you are a 

redeemer.” 10 And he said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my 

daughter. You have made this last kindness greater than the first 

in that you have not gone after young men, whether poor or 

rich. 11 And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that 

you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are a worthy 

woman.12 And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a 

redeemer nearer than I.
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13 Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good; 

let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as 

the LORD lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the morning.”
14So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose before one 

could recognize another. And he said, “Let it not be known that 

the woman came to the threshing floor.” 15 And he said, “Bring 

the garment you are wearing and hold it out.” So she held it, and 

he measured out six measures of barley and put it on her. Then 

she went into the city.
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16 And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “How did 

you fare, my daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had 

done for her, 17 saying, “These six measures of barley he gave to 

me, for he said to me, ‘You must not go back empty-handed to 

your mother-in-law.’” 18 She replied, “Wait, my daughter, until you 

learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will 

settle the matter today.”
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•Naomi invokes covenantal custom

•Older cares for future of younger

•Threshing Floor:  Significant Setting

*  Baal fertility worship mixed w/ faith

*  Motivated the “young men”

*  Hosea denounces it.  Hosea 9:1

Ruth 3:1Ruth 3:1--55

Hosea 9:1

Rejoice not, O Israel!

Exult not like the peoples;
for you have played the whore, forsaking 

your God.
You have loved a prostitute's wages

on all threshing floors.

“Uncover His Feet”

• Eastern servants slept at masters’ feet

• Worshippers ‘fell at Jesus’ feet’

• Redeems perverted origins

*  Genesis 19: 30-38

*  Girls initiate perversion in safe setting

*  Ruth initiates redemption in perverted

setting.

Genesis 19:30Genesis 19:30--3838
30Now Lot went up out of Zoar and lived in the hills with his two 
daughters, for he was afraid to live in Zoar. So he lived in a cave 
with his two daughters. 31 And the firstborn said to the younger, 
“Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to come in to 
us after the manner of all the earth. 32 Come, let us make our 
father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may 
preserve offspring from our father.” 33 So they made their father 
drink wine that night. And the firstborn went in and lay with her 
father. He did not know when she lay down or when she arose.
34The next day, the firstborn said to the younger, “Behold, I lay 
last night with my father. Let us make him drink wine tonight 
also. Then you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve 
offspring from our father.”

Genesis 19:30Genesis 19:30--3838
35 So they made their father drink wine that night also. And the 
younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know when she 
lay down or when she arose. 36 Thus both the daughters of Lot 
became pregnant by their father. 37 The firstborn bore a son and 
called his name Moab. He is the father of the Moabites to this 
day. 38 The younger also bore a son and called his name Ben-
ammi.He is the father of the Ammonites to this day.

“Uncover His Feet”

• Eastern servants slept at masters’ feet

• Worshippers ‘fell at Jesus’ feet’

• Redeems perverted origins

*  Genesis 19: 30-38

*  Girls initiate perversion in safe setting

*  Ruth initiates redemption in perverted

setting.
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“Spread Your Wings”

• The “corners of your garment”  Ezekiel 16:8

• Symbolized entering a marriage covenant

• Notice Ruth covered;  Lot uncovered  

*  Shame removed for Ruth

*  Shame assaults Lot

Ezekiel 16:8

8 “When I passed by you again and saw you, behold, 

you were at the age for love, and I spread the corner of 

my garment over you and covered your nakedness; I 

made my vow to you and entered into a covenant with 

you, declares the Lord GOD, and you became mine.

“Spread Your Wings”

• The “corners of your garment”  Ezekiel 16:8

• Symbolized entering a marriage covenant

• Notice Ruth covered;  Lot uncovered  

*  Shame removed for Ruth

*  Shame assaults Lot

Ruth 3:10-13

• Ruth’s ‘kindness’ = covenant love

• Ruth chased honor, not young men

• Beware of reversing created order in romance

• Redeemer always answers the call

Ruth 3:14-18

Six measures of barley symbolize:

1.  Naomi’s changed estate  1:21

2.  Ruth’s future fruitfulness

A ‘dead’ dream & destiny restored

Conclusions

• Honor authority and you are honored

• One generation’s faithfulness affects others

• Jesus removes all shame

• Jesus redeems the past, the messes, the losses

• We are safest when most vulnerable

• Doing it God’s way always works
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