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Major Themes

•God’s sovereignty

•Messianic prophecy

•Covenant faithfulness at work

•Mercy of God to all peoples
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Ruth 1:15Ruth 1:15--1818

15 And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her 
people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But 
Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from 
following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I 
will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my 
God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May 
the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts 
me from you.” 18 And when Naomi saw that she was determined 
to go with her, she said no more.

Ruth 1:15Ruth 1:15--1818

•Ruth chooses her God 
*  Or did God choose her?

•Ruth’s self-maledictory oath
*  Where did she learn this?
*  Who are my mentors?
*  Who is my “family”?
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Ruth 1:19Ruth 1:19--2222

19So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And 
when they came to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred 
because of them. And the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said 
to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has 
dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I went away full, and the LORD has 
brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the LORD has 
testified against me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon 
me?”
22So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law 
with her, who returned from the country of Moab. And they came 
to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.

Ruth 1:19Ruth 1:19--2222

• Naomi goes from ‘pleasant’ to ‘bitter’

• Notice Ruth “the Moabite” – the foreigner

Ephesians 2: 12-13, 19

We are all foreigners without Jesus

• It just happens to be harvest time

Note the “drawing” process
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Ephesians 2: 12-13

12 remember that you were at that time separated from 
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.

19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household 
of God

Ephesians 2: 19
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Ruth 2:1Ruth 2:1--33

1Now Naomi had a relative of her husband's, a worthy man 
of the clan of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth 
the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field 
and glean among the ears of grain after him in whose sight 
I shall find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my 
daughter.” 3 So she set out and went and gleaned in the 
field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the 
part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of 
Elimelech.

Ruth 2:1Ruth 2:1--33

• “Worthy” – powerful and important

• God’s covenant process kicks in

Lev. 25:25; Deut. 24: 19-22

• Have you “found favor” with God?

Eph. 2: 4-9 
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Leviticus 25:25Leviticus 25:25

25“If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his 
property, then his nearest redeemer shall come and 
redeem what his brother has sold

Deuteronomy 24: 19Deuteronomy 24: 19--2222

19 “When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in 
the field, you shall not go back to get it. It shall be for the 
sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God 
may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20When you beat 
your olive trees, you shall not go over them again. It shall be for 
the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. 21When you gather 
the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not strip it afterward. It 
shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. 22 You 
shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; 
therefore I command you to do this.
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Ephesians 2:4Ephesians 2:4--77

4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ— by grace you 
have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with 
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming 
ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ruth 2:4Ruth 2:4--77

4And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he said to the 
reapers, “The LORD be with you!” And they answered, 
“The LORD bless you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his young man who was 
in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?” 6 And the 
servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the 
young Moabite woman, who came back with Naomi from the 
country of Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among 
the sheaves after the reapers.’ So she came, and she has continued 
from early morning until now, except for a short rest.”
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Ruth 2:4Ruth 2:4--77

• The greeting is a blessing

• Why did Boaz notice Ruth?

• Ruth is a hard worker!

Is work a blessing or a burden?

What builds a right attitude toward work?

Ruth 2:8Ruth 2:8--1313

8Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do not go 
to glean in another field or leave this one, but keep close to my 
young women. 9 Let your eyes be on the field that they are 
reaping, and go after them. Have I not charged the young men 
not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels 
and drink what the young men have drawn.” 10 Thenshe fell on 
her face, bowing to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I 
found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, 
since I am a foreigner?”
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Ruth 2:8Ruth 2:8--1313

11But Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your 
mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been fully 
told to me, and how you left your father and mother and your 
native land and came to a people that you did not know 
before. 12 The LORD repay you for what you have done, and a 
full reward be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under 
whose wings you have come to take refuge!” 13 Then she 
said, “I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, for you have 
comforted me and spoken kindly to your servant, though I am 
not one of your servants.”

Ruth 2:8Ruth 2:8--1313

Two major elements at work:

1. God’s merciful hand blesses, provides, protects

2. Ruth’s faithfulness brings generational blessing

She didn’t know the amazing future

Do you?  Is the principle different for Ruth?

� A reputation truly matters

� Ruth grateful for sweaty, painful, pauper’s work!
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Ruth 2:14Ruth 2:14--1616

14And at mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here and eat some 
bread and dip your morsel in the wine.” So she sat beside the 
reapers, and he passed to her roasted grain. And she ate 
until she was satisfied, and she had some left over. 15 When she 
rose to glean, Boaz instructed his young men, saying, “Let her 
glean even among the sheaves, and do not reproach her. 16 And 
also pull out some from the bundles for her and leave it for her 
to glean, and do not rebuke her.”

Ruth 2:14Ruth 2:14--1616

• Boaz’s permission is extraordinary

Just like the communion table!

• The Lord’s Table is meant to fully satisfy

From Sunday to Saturday

What are the “secrets” to satisfaction?

• God’s favor provides beyond what we plant
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