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Sunday, July 22, 2012                   By Dr. Jerry Tallo

Psalm 15Psalm 15

O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent?

Who shall dwell on your holy hill?
2 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 

and speaks truth in his heart;
3 who does not slander with his tongue

and does no evil to his neighbor,

nor takes up a reproach against his friend;
4 in whose eyes a vile person is despised,

but who honors those who fear the LORD;

who swears to his own hurt and does not change;
5 who does not put out his money at interest

and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 

He who does these things shall never be moved.
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“He does not slander with his tongue”“He does not slander with his tongue”

• ‘Slander’ – backbite, speak evil of

• Another ‘inside-out’ reality

“Out of abundance of heart, we speak”

• James 3: 3 – 12  Wow!

• Church is a community; why kill it with 

words?

*Remember:  you have the power to bless

James 3: 3 James 3: 3 –– 1212

3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, 

we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: 

though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they 

are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the 

pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it 

boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such 

a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of 

unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members,

staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of 

life, and set on fire by hell.
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James 3: 3 James 3: 3 –– 1212

7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, 

can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no 

human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of 

deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and 

with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 

10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 

brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring 

pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 

12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine 

produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.

“He does not slander with his tongue”“He does not slander with his tongue”

• ‘Slander’ – backbite, speak evil of

• Another ‘inside-out’ reality

“Out of abundance of heart, we speak”

• James 3: 3 – 12  Wow!

• Church is a community; why kill it with 

words?

*Remember:  you have the power to bless
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“He does no evil to his neighbor”“He does no evil to his neighbor”

• A “Negative” command points to a better way

• “You shall not steal”

*  Protects privacy and property rights

*  Offers redemption via restitution

*  Promotes success via self-government

• Romans 13: 8-10;  Ephesians 4: 28-29

• A rewording:  “ Look for ways to bless” 

Romans 13: 8Romans 13: 8--1010
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the 

one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You 

shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” 

and any other commandment, are summed up in this 

word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love 

does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 
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Ephesians 4: 28Ephesians 4: 28--2929

28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him 

labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he 

may have something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let 

no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only 

such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it 

may give grace to those who hear. 

“He does no evil to his neighbor”“He does no evil to his neighbor”

• A “Negative” command points to a better way

• “You shall not steal”

*  Protects privacy and property rights

*  Offers redemption via restitution

*  Promotes success via self-government

• Romans 13: 8-10;  Ephesians 4: 28-29

• A rewording:  “ Look for ways to bless” 



7/23/2012

6

“Take up reproach against friend”“Take up reproach against friend”

••“Take Up” “Take Up” –– receive as true; readily give creditreceive as true; readily give credit

••Question:  ‘Why do people so easily fall into Question:  ‘Why do people so easily fall into 

discussions about the faults of others?’discussions about the faults of others?’

••Answer:  In the fig leaf syndromeAnswer:  In the fig leaf syndrome

* Adam blamed Eve, and ‘covered’ himself* Adam blamed Eve, and ‘covered’ himself

* Pointing out your fault hides mine* Pointing out your fault hides mine

* This is self* This is self--justification at its worstjustification at its worst

••Illustration:  Clinton’s adulteriesIllustration:  Clinton’s adulteries

“In whose eyes a vile person is despised”“In whose eyes a vile person is despised”

•“Vile/Despised” – to disesteem (withhold it)

- disdain: consider unworthy of regard,

esteem, respect

- one who lost (or tossed) his character

by contemptible words/actions

•Matt. 5: 43-46 “Agapeo” love in a moral sense

- root of forgiveness (which is given)

- does not mean respect (which is won/lost)

• I must stand for something (in right spirit) 
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Matthew 5: 43Matthew 5: 43--4646

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.’44 But I say to you, Love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 

heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the 

good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For 

if you love those who love you, what reward do you 

have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?

“In whose eyes a vile person is despised”“In whose eyes a vile person is despised”
•“Vile/Despised” – to disesteem (withhold it)

- disdain: consider unworthy of regard,
esteem, respect

- one who lost (or tossed) his character
by contemptible words/actions

•Matt. 5: 43-46 “Agapeo” love in a moral sense

- root of forgiveness (which is given)

- does not mean respect (which is won/lost)

• I must stand for something (in right spirit) 
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“He honors those who fear the Lord”“He honors those who fear the Lord”

• Question:  How do you know who fears God?

• Philippians 2: 2-4; Philippians 2: 25-30

• Implied: Others should know that I honor 

God-fearing people.  Do they?

Philippians 2: 2Philippians 2: 2--44

2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having 

the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 

but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others.
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Philippians 2: 25Philippians 2: 25--3030
25 I have thought it necessary to send to 

you Epaphroditus my brother and fellow worker 

and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister 

to my need, 26 for he has been longing for you all and 

has been distressed because you heard that he was 

ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had 

mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, 

lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.

Philippians 2: 25Philippians 2: 25--3030
28 I am the more eager to send him, therefore, 

that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and 

that I may be less anxious. 29 So receive him in 

the Lord with all joy, and honor such men, 30 for 

he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his 

life to complete what was lacking in your service 

to me.
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