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And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an 
angel of  the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of  
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 
great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of  great joy that will be 
for all the people.  

Luke 2:8-10 (ESV) 



11 For unto you is born this day in the city of  David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign 
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he 
is pleased!” 

Luke 2:11-14 (ESV) 



Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
    give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
    In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
2 Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
    for no one living is righteous before you. 

Psalm 143: 1-2 



Treasures gained by wickedness do not profit, 
    but righteousness delivers from death. 

 
Proverbs 11:4 
 
Riches do not profit in the day of  wrath, 
    but righteousness delivers from death. 

Proverbs 10:2 



“None is righteous, no, not one; 
11     no one understands; 
    no one seeks for God. 
12 All have turned aside; together they have become 
worthless; 
    no one does good, 
    not even one.” 

Romans 3: 10-12 



But now the righteousness of  God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 
bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of  God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall 
short of  the glory of  God, 24 and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus,  

Romans 3:21-24 



25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 
just and the justifier of  the one who has faith in Jesus. 

Romans 3:25-26 



   *  to legally ascribe to 
   *  to charge a person with an act or quality of  another 
   *  "I CHARGE YOU WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS!" 

“Impute” 



      Self-righteousness is more subtle than we think 
      We need Jesus more than we think 
      We are forgiven more than we think 
      Practicing humility makes it all real 
      Don't be greedy with our freedom! 

Conclusions 
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