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Ephesians 4: 1-4 

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to 
walk in a manner worthy of  the calling to which 
you have been called, 2 with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of  
the Spirit in the bond of  peace. 4 There is one 
body and one Spirit—just as you were called to 
the one hope that belongs to your call— 



Paul's Emphasis in Our Text 

*  It is corporate in nature -walking, humility,  
    patience, enduring 
                
*  It implies that unity and peace are at risk 
                
*  "Bearing" - endure; hold oneself  up 



Family Feuds Are Not New 
(Why Paul Wrote Ephesians 4) 

*  Cain - Esau & Jacob - Saul & David - David's Sons 
               
*  1 Corinthians 1: 10-11.   
    "Same mind/judgement" = "Dwell as one"  
               
*  1 Corinthians 3: 1-3  Jealousy & strife keep us  
    from growing up 



The Causes of  Disunity 
(Hint: They are within us) 

1.  Galatians 5: 19-21  
    * "Divisions" = "a party spirit with peculiar  
       opinions" (Very subtle) 
    *  Examples:  prayer gossip, concerned talebearing,  
       special confidential 
 

2.  James 3: 1-10 
    * How the 'flesh' gets going 
    * v2. "And if  anyone does not offend in speech  
(never says the wrong things), he is a fully developed  
character and a perfect man, able to control his entire  
nature."  Amplified Bible 



The Result of  Disunity 

*  James 3: 14-16   
               
*  Selfishness and jealousy blind me to the obvious,  
    and I hurt everyone 
               
*  Huge difference between 'Iron sharpening iron',  
    and self-preservation. Is my concern for my  
    brother/sister, or for me? 



Meditation for this Week 
Psalm 51: 7-13 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and renew a right spirit within me. 
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