
Giving: Part II 
Accomplish God‟s Purposes by Serving  

1st Corinthians 12 

James Whritenor 

Sunday, January 27, 2013 



Giving: Part I - Review 

Money and the Tithe 

• The Bible has a lot to say about money. 

• The tithe is a minimum standard used to enable the 
local church to fulfill God‟s plan in the community. 

• We shouldn‟t give depending on how we feel at the 
moment about the church. 

• We give because it is God‟s directive; we give to Him.  
We have faith that He will guide and direct those in 
management of  the church. 

• We want to see His purposes achieved. 

 



Giving: Part II - Service 

 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of  God—

 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are 

God‟s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 



Don’t be uninformed! 

12 Now about the gifts of  the Spirit, brothers and sisters, 

I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that 

when you were pagans, somehow or other you were 

influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I 

want you to know that no one who is speaking by the 

Spirit of  God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can 

say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 



Don’t be uninformed! 

• Mute idols = Pride, selfishness, humanism, judgment, 

ego  

– These mute idols prevent effective service and 

undermine the church. They can “paralyze” people. 

– If  you‟re submitted to God and doing God‟s good 

works. 

– We are enabled by the Spirit to do what we do. 

– It is not for ourselves.  It is for God‟s purposes no 

matter what the work is. 

 



All Kinds of  Ways to Serve 

4 There are different kinds of  gifts, but the same 

Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of  

service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds 

of  working, but in all of  them and in everyone it is the 

same God at work. 

 

• Diversity, level field, all services from God. 

• Inside and outside the “church” everyday. 

 



Manifestations of  the Spirit –  

Godly Effectiveness while serving! 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of  the Spirit is given for the 

common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a 

message of  wisdom, to another a message of  

knowledge by means of  the same Spirit, 9 to another 

faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of  healing by 

that one Spirit, 



Manifestations of  the Spirit –  

Godly Effectiveness while serving! 

10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 

another distinguishing between spirits, to another 

speaking in different kinds of  tongues, and to still 

another the interpretation of  tongues. 11 All these are 

the work of  one and the same Spirit, and he distributes 

them to each one, just as he determines. 



Have you experienced any of  these? 

• Gifts are given for the common good. 

• God enables you to do this work with Spirit-given gifts. 

• Message of  wisdom, Message of  knowledge, faith, 

healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, discernment of  

spirits, speaking in different kinds of  tongues, 

interpretation of  tongues. 

• Have you experienced any of  these? 



There are many parts 

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its 

many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For 

we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one 

body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we 

were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the 

body is not made up of  one part but of  many. 

 

• We‟re all different, we have different gifts, we have 

different perspectives.  God intended us to work 

together with them for the common good. 



Hand or Foot or Elbow? 

15 Now if  the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do 

not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop 

being part of  the body. 16 And if  the ear should say, 

“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it 

would not for that reason stop being part of  the body. 17 If  

the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of  

hearing be? If  the whole body were an ear, where would the 

sense of  smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in 

the body, every one of  them, just as he wanted them to 

be. 19 If  they were all one part, where would the body 

be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 



You are part of  the body. 

• No matter if  you “feel” like it or not. 

• No matter how insignificant you think what you‟re 

doing is. 

• No matter what your gifts are. 

• God has placed you right where He wants you to be. 



All parts are needed! 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don‟t need you!” And 
the head cannot say to the feet, “I don‟t need you!” 22 On 
the contrary, those parts of  the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think 
are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the 
parts that are unpresentable are treated with special 
modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special 
treatment. But God has put the body together, giving 
greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there 
should be no division in the body, but that its parts 
should have equal concern for each other. 26 If  one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if  one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with it. 



We need all the parts! 
• Everyone is a part of  the body and has a lot to offer. 

– I don‟t have much to offer?   

– The weak are indispensible?  Restorer story 

• We need every part 

– The eye can‟t say, “We don‟t need the foot!” 

– If  we were all the head, what would happen? 

– Do we really need elbows? 

• Honor?   

– Do you feel like you‟re getting less attention? 

– Everyone goes through times when they need attention 

 

 



We need all the parts! 

• Special Treatment? 

– Everyone at some point needs special treatment 

– But, people shouldn‟t stay there. 

 

• God Restores, God Covers, God Loves 

• So should we, it‟s all part of  serving. 

 

• We are bound by His Spirit; we celebrate and weep 
together. 

 



Love! 

 31bAnd yet I will show you the most excellent way!  

 

• Love is indispensable. 

• It is no coincidence that the next chapter is the Love 

chapter. 



Conclusions 

• We need you!  God wants to or is using you. 

• Who are you serving? 

– No serving for God is insignificant. 

• Society and the Church need  the God‟s gifts God gave 

to you. 

• Think about what you‟re doing; I have to. 

• Pray to be about what God has created you for. 

• Read Chapters 12 and 13 together. 

 

 

 



Appendix 
Pursuing Covenant Love 

• We seek a community based upon covenant 
relationships, in which our motives and purpose are to 
serve others, and not to be served. 

• We have access to this reality due to the complete work 
of  Christ on the cross, and through His resurrection. 
Any relationship based upon God‟s covenant is more 
personally  freeing, and ethically binding, than we 
usually realize. 

• Thus, we believe that the amazing and satisfying 
greatness of  God displays itself  most brightly through 
sacrificial deeds of  joyful love, and mutual commitment 
to one another, motivated by the undying love of  Jesus 
Christ.  This is covenant in action. 



• As a result, we respond to God‟s call for a visible 
display of  love toward one another, our guests, and our 
neighbors in the community.  This is the evidence of  
the new birth in Jesus Christ.  By the grace of  God we 
purpose to: 

 

 - Sacrifice joyfully for others 
- Invest ourselves to make others successful 
- Build a culture of  honor with one another by: 
- Putting understanding above accusation 
- Displaying patience instead of  criticism 
- Pursuing biblical unity over the demand for 
uniformity 
- Live out biblical conflict resolution  
 
 



Demonstrating Christ’s Reign On Earth 

• Sadly, as the Christian Church has retreated from society in its 

role to influence and promote reformation, the culture has 

lost its way. 

• God put His people on the earth to “be fruitful and multiply 

and fill the earth and subdue it” (Genesis 1:28).  Jesus 

reclaimed full authority to reinstate the plan to “go and make 

disciples of  all nations, baptizing (immersing) them in the 

name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all the I have commanded you” 

(Matthew 28:19-20).   

• This is indeed a strong mandate, for which Jesus empowered 

His people by giving them the properties of  „salt and light‟ 

(Matthew 5) to reform and preserve, and demonstrate the 

gospel. 



Thus, by the grace of  God we purpose to see: 

– In the Home: 

  Men being leaders, guiding sons and daughters into 
destiny 
 Women, as fellow heirs, wisely teaching and training 
 Young adults rising above indifference, leading 
purposefully 
 Single mothers free to both lead and nurture 

– In Society: 

– Biblical influence increasing in society‟s disciplines: 

    Law, medicine, politics, business, etc.  
Local communities benefitting from our service to them  
Believers functioning effectively in all segments of  society 
Effective servant leaders in both private and public sectors 
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