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Mark 9:20-22 

 
• 20) And they brought the boy to him. And 

when the spirit saw him, immediately 

it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the 

ground and rolled about, foaming at the 

mouth.  
 

• 21) And Jesus asked his father, “How 

long has this been happening to 

him?” And he said, “From childhood.  

 

 



 22) And it has often cast him into fire 

and into water, to destroy him. But if you 

can do anything, have compassion on 

us and help us.” 



MARK 9:  23-24 

• 23) And Jesus said to him, “„If you can‟! All 

things are possible for one who believes.”  

 

• 24) Immediately the father of the child cried 

out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 



WHAT DO WE LEARN HERE? 

 a.  The man and his son have both suffered for 

many years 

 

 b.  The man is desperate – he‟s probably tried 

everything – wouldn‟t you? 

 

 c.  The man‟s honesty comes through in his 

desperation – “If you can” 

  



• d.  Jesus gives us the key:  Himself! 

 

• e.  The man shows true faith, even 

though it‟s weak:  “Help my unbelief” 

 

• f.  Jesus acts according to the man‟s 

honest cry, in weak faith 



• “In all this, we learn an important lesson, 
namely, that the efficacy and power of 
faith is not found in the strength of the 
faith, but in the strength of the faith‟s 
object.  Even the weakest trust in Christ 
is enough, for what is necessary to 
receive Him and all His benefits is true 
faith, not perfect faith.”   

      - Dr. R C Sproul  



JESUS WANTS US IN ALL OUR 

WEAKNESS, SO HE CAN BRING HIS 

STRENGTH TO THE PROBLEM.  

THE KEY IS NOT HOW STRONG MY 

FAITH IS, BUT RATHER HOW HONEST I 

AM ABOUT MY LACK OF STRENGTH. 



 

By Faith 

1) Now faith is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen.  
 

2) For by it the people of old received 

their commendation.  

 
 

 

  HEBREWS 11:  1-3  



• 3) By faith we understand that the 

universe was created by the word of God, 

so that what is seen was not made out 

of things that are visible. 



HEBREWS  11:  6 

• 6) And without faith it is impossible to 

please him, for whoever would draw 

near to God must believe that he 

exists and that he rewards those who 

seek him. 



HEBREWS  11:  13 

• 13) These all died in faith, not having 

received the things promised, but 

having seen them and greeted them 

from afar, and having acknowledged 

that they were strangers and exiles on 

the earth. 



• 23) And Jesus said to him, “„If you 

can‟! All things are possible for one 

who believes.” 

 

• 24) Immediately the father of the child 

cried out and said, “I believe; help 

my unbelief!” 



• YOU AND I ARE IN GOOD COMPANY 

 

 *  Abraham and Sarah 

*  Elijah 

*  David 

*  Nathaniel   

 *  Thomas 

*  Peter 

 



WHAT IS THE KEY? 

 
 *  From the beginning, our faith is a gift, 

and each gift differs 

*  Jesus comes to us in our weakness  

He initiates the plan 

*  I simply respond in honesty 

*  Over time my unbelief lessens and my 

faith grows 

*  My faith is not the key – Jesus as the 

object of my faith is! 

 



LET’S APPY WHAT WE HAVE 

LEARNED.. 



• HOW HONEST HAVE I BEEN WITH THE 

LORD? 

 

• AM I IN THE “FAITH TRAP”?  HOW DO I 

GET OUT? 

 

• IF JESUS IS THE KEY, THEN GETTING 

TO KNOW HIM IS MY SOLUTION 
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