
Ethics and Relationship 

Morality and Love 

Law and Grace 

 

 

An exhortation for close thinking 
• Is it right for us to want to be like God? 



Three Headings: 

 

• Tension of Law and Love 

 Two objections to Biblical Love 

 

• Inseparability of Law and Love 

 Answering the objections 

 

• The Order of Law and Love  



Modern Conception of antithesis 
 
  Love is absolutely free by definition 
 

Conditional vs. Unconditional  
  

  Love that is conditional isn‟t love at all, 
 it is just economics. 

 
  Imperative and Indicative 

 



Dealing with the Modern Conception of 

Antithesis. 

• Law is what Love looks like in action 

(love fulfills the law) 

   Romans 13:8-9 

   Mark 12:30-31 

   1John 5:3-4 



Jesus John Paul 

Mark 12:30-31 
 

And you shall love 

the Lord your God 

with all your heart 

and with all your 

soul and with all 

your mind and with 

all your strength.‟ 

The second is this: 

„You shall love your 

neighbor as 

yourself.‟ 
 

1John 5:3 

 

For this is the 

love of God, that 

we keep his 

commandments. 

And his 

commandments 

are not 

burdensome. 
 

Romans 13:8-9 

 

Owe no one 

anything, except to 

love each other, for 

the one who loves 

another has fulfilled 

the law.  For the 

commandments … 

are summed up in 

this word: “You shall 

love your neighbor 

as yourself.”  
 



Could say this in both ways 
 If you fulfill the law you will prove that you 

love someone perfectly 

 

 If you really love someone you would fulfill 

the law 

 



  Dealing with the modern objection to 

conditional love. 

 
• Holiness of God 

 

• Depth of Relationship 

 

• Economics of Good and Evil 



Jesus John Paul 

John 14:21,23 
 

Whoever has my 

commandments and 

keeps them, he it is 

who loves me. And 

he who loves me 

will be loved by my 

Father…, “If anyone 

loves me, he will 

keep my word, and 

my Father will love 

him, and we will 

come to him and 

make our home with 

him. 

1John 5:3 

 

This is the message 

we have heard from 

him and proclaim to 

you, that God is 

light, and in him is 

no darkness at all. If 

we say we have 

fellowship with him 

while we walk in 

darkness, we lie and 

do not practice the 

truth. 

1 Cor 6:9,13,15 

 

Or do you not know 

that the unrighteous 

will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? 

…. The body is not 

meant for sexual 

immorality, but for 

the Lord, and the 

Lord for the body…. 

Do you not know 

that your bodies are 

members of Christ? 

 
 



Breaking the law does not equal no love 
• Breaking the law equals love out of order 

 

o1 Breaks before 2-10 

 

o Should we want to be like God? 

 



God‟s love is ethical.  It has to be, or it isn‟t 
love  
 

God‟s love is conditional.  It has to be, or it 
isn‟t love. 
 

 This is a big problem. 
  We demonstrate that we don‟t love when we 

violate the ethics of love.  
 
 Can‟t fulfill the conditions. 



Answers that won‟t work 

 

• Ethics are irrelevant (antinomianism) 

 Love is whatever I say it is 

 

• Ethics are what I am good at (moralism) 

Can do this either as a liberal or a 

conservative 

 



 

Solving the condition problem 

 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish 

the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 

to abolish them but to fulfill them. 



Jesus John Paul 

John 15:13-14 
 

“This is my 

commandment

, that you love 

one another as 

I have loved 

you.  Greater 

love has no 

one than this, 

that someone 

lay down his 

life for his 

friends. 

1John 3:16 
 

By this we 

know love, 

that he laid 

down his 

life for us, 

and we 

ought to lay 

down our 

lives for the 

brothers. 

Romans 5:8-9 

 

but God shows 

his love for us in 

that while we 

were still sinners, 

Christ died for 

us.  Since, 

therefore, we 

have now been 

justified by his 

blood, much 

more shall we be 

saved by him 

from the wrath of 

God. 



Good advise vs. Good news  

 

Standing 

 

Backwards Imperatives 

 

 



Colossians 3:1-5 
 If then you have been raised with Christ 

[the indicative], seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things that 
are above [imperative], not on things that 
are on earth [imperative]. For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ who is your life appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory 
[indicative]. Put to death therefore what is 
earthly in you [imperative].  



Becoming what we already are 

 

Legal Merit vs. Appropriateness of 

expression 
• Meeting conditions 

 For who? 

 Not burdensome 



 1 John 4:7-12 
 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, 

and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
God. 8  Anyone who does not love does not know 
God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God 
was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 
10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 12  No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us. 
 



Law Grace 

Romans 6:14 

For sin will have no dominion over you, 

since you are not under law but under 

grace. 

1 Corinthians 9:21 

To those outside the law I became as one 

outside the law (not being outside the law 

of God but under the law of Christ) that I 

might win those outside the law. 

Galatians 2:16 

… a person is not justified by works of the 

law but through faith in Jesus Christ… 

because by works of the law no one will 

be justified. 

James 2:24 

You see that a person is justified by works 

and not by faith alone. 

 

Deuteronomy 6:25 

And it will be righteousness for us, if we 

are careful to do all this commandment 

before the LORD our God, as he has 

commanded us. 

Romans 10:4 

For Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes. 

 

John 5:24 
 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears 

my word and believes him who sent me 

has eternal life. He does not come into 

judgment, but has passed from death to 

life. 

John 15:10 

If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father's commandments and abide in his 

love. 

 


