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“Forgive us our _____________ 

as we forgive those who  

_________________    

__________________  _____.” 



MATTHEW 18:  23 – 35 (NIV) 

• 23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who 
wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he 
began the settlement, a man who owed him ten 
thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he 
was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his 
wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay 
the debt. 26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before 
him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 
everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, 
canceled the debt and let him go.28 “But when that 
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him 
and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ 
he demanded. 



MATTHEW 18:  23 – 35 (NIV) cont 

• 29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’30 “But he 
refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown 
into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the 
other servants saw what had happened, they were 
outraged and went and told their master everything that 
had happened.32 “Then the master called the servant in. 
‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of 
yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 
34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to 
be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you 
unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 



SO WHAT HAPPENS  

IN THIS STORY?  

• Our hero owes about twenty years’ wages 

• He asks forgiveness;  so, the king cancels 

his debt 

• He refuses to forgive (cancel) a debt of 

100 days’ wages 

• His unforgiveness comes back to haunt 

him- can’t shake the torment 

• He doesn’t taste the freedom mercy brings 



WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM 

THE STORY?  

• “Forgive” =  leave, omit, put away, leave behind 

– You owe me nothing;  you only owe God 

– I expect nothing good from you  (Ground Zero)  

• As I show mercy, I experience mercy 

• I am freed of the nagging need to pay up or 

measure up 

– This is the “jailers’” job – nag me to death with guilt 



WHAT ABOUT CONFRONTING 

MY OFFENDER?  

• What did Jesus do on the cross? 

• We can’t always make that happen 

• The offender may never change or 

respond 

• Jesus wants me to take the initiative, and 

be free 



LET’S TIE LAST WEEK TO THIS 

WEEK  

• Real repentance frees my thoughts – I can 

burn my fig leaves 

• This allows me to go to ground zero in 

forgiveness: 

• Nothing owed.   Nothing expected. 

• Asking forgiveness frees others.   

Forgiving frees me 

• This is how Jesus treats us every day! 
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